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Wykaz skrotow

OR - Otwierajq sie rzeki, Wydawnictwo Poznanskie, Poznan 1965.

CDZ - Cale drzewo zdania, Panistwowy Instytut Wydawniczy, Warszawa
1970.

P - Przestrzenie, Wydawnictwo Poznanskie, Poznan, 1975.

7737 - 7 zywych jeszcze zrenic, Wydawnictwo Poznanskie, Poznan 1981.

Po - Powidok. Wiersze z lat 1980-1991, Wydawnictwo PEN, Warszawa
1992.

NC - Nigdy calosci, Wydawnictwo Naukowe i Literackie OPEN, Warsza-
wa 1995.

RTK - Razem tu koncertujemy, Wydawnictwo ARS NOVA, Poznan 1999.

Q) - Odkrytki, Panstwowy Instytut Wydawniczy, Warszawa 2007.

GCBZ - Gdyby czas byt ziemig, Towarzystwo Przyjaciét Sopotu, Sopot 2011.

Z - Zmowy, Wydawnictwo FORMA, Szczecin-Bezrzecze 2015.

PO - Pierzchajgce ogrody, Wydawnictwo FORMA, Szczecin-Bezrzecze
2018.

NS - Nieoznakowany szlak, Wydawnictwo FORMA, Szczecin-Bezrzecze
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Joanna Dembinska-Pawelec

Fleeting Conspiracies:
On the Poetry of Bogustawa Latawiec

Summary

The book Fleeting Conspiracies: On the Poetry of Bogustawa Latawiec presents the
lyrical oeuvre of the late Poznan poet, author of twelve volumes of poetry, who
died in 2021. Boguslawa Latawiec was known to a wider audience primarily as the
author of prose books, sketches, literary portraits, reportages and literary criticism
reviews. The monograph Fleeting Conspiracies: On the Poetry of Bogustawa Latawiec
directs attention to Latawiec’s poetry, revealing the feminine side of her lyricism,
sensuality and rootedness in literary tradition, as well as showing the secrets of
poetic language, the diaristic nature of the writing, as well as references to painting.

The chapter Przyblizenia [Approximations| mentions the figures of four people
who had the greatest influence on Latawiec’s poetry. The author points out that
she was particularly influenced by her father, Czestaw Latawiec, who was a phi-
losopher, Polish philologist, doctor of humanities, author of

However, Bogustawa Latawiec’s first literary inspiration was related to a frag-
ment of Mickiewicz's Pan Tadeusz. The author of the monograph interprets it
in the context of H. Bloom's theory of anxiety of influence. Latawiec’s constant
recurrence to the bards phrases can be seen especially in the autothematic po-
ems, which reveal intertextual references to his Lausanne lyric poetry. Perhaps
Latawiec’s greatest fascination, however, was with the poetry of Bolestaw Lesmian.
A fragment of his poem became the motto of the penultimate volume Pierzchajgce
ogrody. Situated next to reality, the metaphysical dream world of the author of
Napoj cienisty, transformed by Latawiec’s garden imagination, latent and irrational,
also appears in her poems.

The chapter Sygnatura kobieca [The Female Signature] presents interpretations
of Bogustawa Latawiec’s poems in the context of feminist issues. Latawiec’s poetry
has been read by critics in relation to the Polish avant-garde tradition represented
by men: J. Przybos and T. Karpowicz. The author of the monograph referred to
the proposal of a feminine reading of N. K. Miller and her theory of the text as
arachnology. The analyses of Latawiec’s poems show the signs of feminine writing
present in metaphors involving thread, fabric, sewing, weaving. These signs are
particularly significant in the metatextual works, which speak of a process of
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creation captured, as R. Barthes proposed, as the weaving of the fabric of the text,
or, as Miller wanted, as the embroidery of Arachne.

Bogustawa Latawiec’s poetry is strongly influenced by the sensual experience
of stimuli from the surrounding natural world, dreams, subconscious feelings
and fears, which are then processed in the imagination. The sound sphere plays
a particularly important role here. “Everything here in whispering and rustling,”
she wrote in a poem from the volume Razem tu koncertujemy [Together We Concert
Here]. This kind of attention, focused on the sensory experience, especially auditory,
inscribed in the fabric of the poem, accompanies the reading of her poetry, because
the rustling of thoughts, recording the audiosphere of personal experience, was
something to which the poet was particularly sensitive. Her poetry, which is the
effect of transcribing the voice and the world of sounds, assumes, in the words of
A. Hejmej, a scriptoral character, becoming a graphic registration of the acoustic
space. In this phonically characterised recording of poetic speech, the ‘grain of voice’
of which Barthes wrote is revealed. His work, as well as that of J. Kristeva, became
the basis for an analysis of the soundscape in Latawiec’s poetry.

The counterbalance for the audiosphere is the sphere of silence, the problem
of which in Bogustawa Latawiec’s poetry is addressed in the chapter Wypowiedzieé
cisze [Expressing silence]. The author of the monograph distinguishes five areas
of the presence of this problem: in the act of creation, ekphrasis, reminiscences,
intimate situations and death. In the considerations, an important role is played
by the quoted judgements of philosophers and writers (G. Bataille, A. Corbin,
E. Ionesco, G. Ajgi), signalling that in literature the word does not allow silence to
speak. A. Corbin makes a distinction between speech spoken about silence and the
speech of silence. The author of Fleeting Conspiracies: On the Poetry of Bogustawa
Latawiec points to two iconic examples of speech about silence in Polish literature,
relevant as a tradition for Latawiec: The Akerman Steppe by A. Mickiewicz (speech
of silence) and Z Tatr by J. Przybo$ (speech about silence). An analysis of Latawiec’s
poems shows that the early poetry is dominated by the speech about silence, the
mature poetry by the speech of silence.

Throughout her career, Latawiec annotated her poems with information
about the place and date of composition. The author of the monograph perceived
this intention of the poet as a conscious diaristic procedure and read her poetry,
following the indications of P. Lejeune, as a lyrical diary. In it, she distinguishes
between a diary of places and a diary of ekphrasis. The large number of localities
recorded in the note under the poem also leads her to pursue an interpretation
along the lines of E. Rybicka on geopoetics and geobiography. The mapping of po-
etic topography made it possible to distinguish, following Malgorzata Czerminska,
autobiographical places: permanent, selected and those touched fleetingly on the



journey. The permanent autobiographical place is, of course, Poznan, where the
largest number of Latawiec poems were written, the selected Krajkowo appearing
from the volume Odkrytki [Discoveries], the numerous places touched spread
from Russia, through Europe, to the United States of America. The author of the
monograph cites exemplary poems to bring out poetic creation at the interface
between geographical and lyrical space. The second subsection, Dziennik ekfraz
[Journal of ekphrasis), is devoted to poem-ekphrases in Latawiec’s poetry. In her
youth, the poet wanted to become a painter and learned the secrets of this art;
her talent determined that she became a writer. In her mature years, she explored
museums and exhibitions with interest, and in her poems, with a diaristic flair,
she recorded the impressions created by her contact with paintings. In her vol-
umes, she arranged them into cycles titled Blejtramy [Stretchers]. The author of
the monograph focuses on ekphrastic works relating to the canvases of van Gogh,
Vermeer and Rembrandt.

In a particular way, the author of the monograph focuses on Caravaggios
paintings, which became a source of ekphrastic inspiration in Latawiec’s poem
Swiaty Caravaggia [Worlds of Caravaggio]. The poet’s piece is like an unhurried
stroll through a museum filled with his paintings, which include such canvases as
Chlopiec ugryziony przez jaszczurke [Boy Bitten by a Lizard], Amor zwycieski [Cupid
Victorious], Meczeristwo Swietego Piotra [Martyrdom of Saint Peter], Madonna Lo-
retariska [Madonna of Loretto], Zlozenie do grobu [Deposition in the Tomb), Smier¢
Madonny [Death of the Madonna), and others. Caravaggio is called a peintre maudit;
Gustaw Herling-Grudzinski wrote that the painter had the thorn of death stuck
in his skin. The author of the monograph points out the deep affinities between
Caravaggios painting technique and the poetic art of Latawiec, which he sees in
the play of darkness and light.

Summary
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Prof. dr hab. Joanna Dembinska-Pawelec -
literaturoznawczyni, polonistka, interesuje sie
poezja wspolczesna, sztuka interpretacji, genologia
oraz interferencjami literatury i sztuki. Pracuje
w Instytucie Polonistyki na Wydziale Humani-
stycznym  Uniwersytetu  Slaskiego.  Autorka
ksiazek Swiaty mozliwe w poezji Stanistawa Baran-
czaka (1999), Villanella. Od Anonima do Bararnczaka
(2000), ,Poezja jest sztukq rytmu’”. O swiadomosci
rytmu w poezji polskiej dwudziestego wieku (Mitosz -
Rymkiewicz - Baranczak) (2010), Arabeska. Szkice
0 poezji (2013), Sens Zycia, sens wiersza. Szkice o twor-
czosci Stanistawa Baranczaka (2021).



Dembinska-Pawelec w interpretacyjnym instrumentarium potaczyta arachnologie
z filozofig krzatactwa Jolanty Brach-Czainy - dzieki temu wydobyla z poezji
Bogustawy Latawiec jej ceche bardzo istotng, a wczesniej chyba nie dostrzezona przez
badaczy: powigzanie sztuki pisania z prymarnym doswiadczaniem codziennosci. |..]
Autorka nakreslita tu poruszajaca koncepcje poezji, ktéra pochyla sie nad zyciem
codziennym z jego blahostkami, ulotnoscig, zwyczajnoscia, dotykajac spraw
fundamentalnych i najwazniejszych: mitosci i $mierci. [..] Umiejetnos¢ przejscia od
interpretacji utworu poetyckiego do wnioskdéw 0g6lnej natury, potgczenia pracy blisko
tekstu z refleksja dotyczacg calej tworczosci poetki decyduje o niepodwazalnej
naukowej wartosci tej ksigzki, doskonatej pod wzgledem merytorycznym i budzacej
podziw kunsztem badawczego warsztatu.

Z recenzji wydawniczej dr hab. Agnieszki Kwiatkowskiej, prof. UAM

Ksigzka Joanny Dembinskiej-Pawelec jest doskonalym przykladem potaczenia
imponujacego warsztatu naukowego, dociekliwosci literaturoznawczej, pasji krytycznej
oraz komunikacyjnej sprawnosci [.]. Autorka poszerzyla znane i wytyczyla nowe
Sciezki interpretacji poezji Bogustawy Latawiec, odnalazla oryginalne swiatta
i konteksty jej tworczosci, skomponowata sugestywny pejzaz hermeneutyczny, gteboko
nasycony nie tylko refleksja badawcza, lecz takze sama poezja [.] stworzyta
nowatorski, bardzo przekonujacy model rozumienia analizowanej poezji, w jej
niezwyklym powigzaniu, czy moze raczej - by sparafrazowac tytul rozprawy -
w zmowie z réznymi aspektami rzeczywistosci materialnej i niematerialnej, a takze
nierzeczywistosci sennej czy wyobrazeniowej. Wynikajace z tego modelu
literaturoznawcze rekonstrukgje sg oryginalne, odwazne, wynalazcze.

Z recenzji wydawniczej dr. hab. Piotra Luszczykiewicza, prof. UAM
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